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the fourth halberds. After they had been reasonably
instructed in the words of command, and in their postures,
they were put into battle array, and skirmished together in
a very decent manner. They continued there till about two
of the clock in the afternoon, and then they returned into
the city by S. Giles* Church, and going through the North
Gate, went through the market-place at Quatervois, and so
down the High Street, that so both the city and country
might take notice thereof, it being then full market, to the
Schools, from which place they were soon after dismissed
and sent to their respective Colleges to their devotions."

Among the array are mentioned some divines and
a Doctor of Civil Law from New College, who
served with a pike. As for drums and colours, those
belonging to the Cooks' Corporation served their turn
for the" present. Meantime the highway "at the
hither end of East Bridge, just at the corner of the
Chaplain's Quadrangle of Magdalen College," was
blocked up with long timber logs to keep out horse-
men, and a timber gate was also erected there and
chained at night. Some loads of stones were carried
up to the top of Magdalen Tower, to be flung down
on the enemy at their entrance. Two posts were set
up at Smith Gate, with a chain to run through them to
bar the way; a crooked trench in the form of a bow
was made across the highway at the end of S. John's
College walks; and measures were taken to provide
the scholars with barbed arrows. A strict watch was
kept at nights.

Charles -raised his standard at Nottingham, and on
28th August Sir John Byron rode in at the head of
one or two hundred troopers to secure Oxford for the
King. The scholars "closed with them and were
joyful for their coming. Yet some Puritanical towns-
men out of guilt fled to Abingdon, fearing they should
be ill-used and imprisoned."

On ist September twenty-seven senior members of
the University, with the Vice-Chancellor, Prideaux,
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